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Learning Objectives

1. Outline the MHA Native Green Grow NG2 initiative and its potential to address food
insecurity on the Turtle Mountain reservation.

2. Recognize the key factors contributing to food insecurity at Turtle Mountain and how a
large-scale greenhouse could help.

3. Articulate the steps needed to advocate for implementation of the NG2 initiative through
collaboration with elected officials.

Abstract

The MHA Native Green Grow (NG2) initiative is a large-scale greenhouse project designed to
promote indigenous food security and sovereignty. Upon completion of all four phases, the
greenhouse will span 14.5 acres, producing more than 10 million pounds of produce per year
and sustaining more than 50 jobs. This pilot project has demonstrated that a large-scale
greenhouse can improve food security and economic opportunities for tribal communities.

This poster examines the original blueprint and successes of the MHA greenhouse and
presents a case for implementing the NG2 initiative on the Turtle Mountain reservation. Food
insecurity is a long-standing issue at Turtle Mountain; according to a 2025 NIH study, the
reservation faces a food insecurity rate of 16%, the highest among all Native reservations in
North Dakota. Contributing factors include economic instability, geographic isolation, limited
transportation access, few grocery stores, and the absence of supportive public policy.

Implementation of the NG2 initiative at Turtle Mountain would improve food security, increase
access to fruits and vegetables, support diabetes prevention efforts, create employment
opportunities, and provide agriculture education for the tribal college and youth. This poster
concludes with a call to action urging North Dakota elected officials to collaborate with
reservation entities to develop this proposal, accompanied by a sample letter submitted to
Congresswoman Julie Fedorchak.
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